WASHINGTON AND HIS COLLEAGUES
until the end of the year, when he resigned of his
own motion.
The events of the summer of 1800 completed the
ruin of the Federalist party.    That Adams should
have been so indifferent to the good will of his
party at a time when he was a candidate for re-
election is a remarkable circumstance.    A common
report among the Federalists was that he was no
longer entirely sane.    A more likely supposition
was that he was influenced by some of the Republi-
can leaders and counted on their political support.
In biographies of Gerry it is claimed that he was
able   to   accomplish   important   results   through
his influence with Adams.    At any rate, Adams
gave unrestrained expression to his feelings against
Hamilton,   and   finally   Hamilton   was   aroused
to action.    On August 1, 1800, he wrote to Adams
demanding whether it was true that Adams had
"asserted the existence of a British faction in this
country" of which Hamilton himself was said to be
a leader.   Adams did not reply.    Hamilton waited
until October 1, and then wrote again, affirming
"that by whomsoever a charge of the kind men-
tioned in my former letter, may, at any time,
have been made or insinuated against me, it is
a base, wicked, and cruel calumny; destitute even